LEGEND OP THE BURMESE BUDDHA.   in

were given in a like manner. The same mode of proceed-
ing was observed for each sermon or thoot of the following
divisions. When all the explanations had been given by
the speaker, all the assembled brethren, with a perfect
unanimity, assented to all that had been said.

When the work on the thoots was completed, the whole
collection was called the Pitagat Thoots. Ananda rose from
the pulpit, placed the ivory fan upon the table, respectfully
bowed to the assembly, and returned to his own place.

The president, addressing again the assembly, requested
them to designate him who, in their opinion, appeared to
be best fitted for answering all questions on the third part
of the sacred scriptures, the Abidaiiua. They unanimously
selected the venerable Anooroudha. When the choice
had been fixed upon and agreed to, Anooroudha Accepted
the honour conferred on him, rose from Iris seat and saluted
his brethren. He then gravely ascended the pal pit, sat
down, and held the ivory fan in his hand.

The president questioned him on the seven divisions of
the Abidama, following the same order lie had observed
previously in treating of the two first parts called Pitagat.
The occupant of the pulpit having returned due answers,
and the assembly having testified their approbation in a
unanimous manner, the council was brought to a close. It
had lasted seven months, from the full moon of Wakhaong
to the full moon of Tabaonff.2

2 The collection of the   Buddhist     those who have in  their  possession

scriptures is divided into three parts,     the Ceylonese collection, as there is

called the three Pitagats, or the three    no doubt that the work now under

baskets, respectively named the Wini    consideration is an abridgment of a

Pitagat, the Thoots Pitagat, and the    more voluminous compilation to be

Abidama  Pitagat.    The  manuscript    found in Ceylon,

that the writer has had for his use,        The divisions of the Wini are : Bi-

though correct in the main,  is cer-    koo  Patimouk, Bikoonee Patimouk,

tainly defective in  the enumeration    Bikoo Witin (probably Bikoo Win),

of the divisions and subdivisions of    Bikooni Win, twelve Kandaka, and

the three great collections.    He will,     sixteen Pariwara.

however, mention them, such as t-hey       The thoots are considered as the

are   enumerated    by   the    Burmese    instructions orally delivered by Ga,u-

author ;   the few errors that may be    darna himself, either to his disciples

detected can easily be corrected by    in private, or to the assembled mul-